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Notes: Notes of the 38th Meeting of the Maules Creek Coal Community Consultative Committee Wednesday 24 August 2022 
Held at the Maules Creek plus Site Tour 

 
 
Members Present:  Elizabeth O’Hara (EOH) – Community Representative, Emma Bulkeley (EB) – WHC, Michelle Henry (MH) – Narrabri Shire Council, Steve Eather (SE) 

– Community Representative, Talan Breaden (TB) – WHC 
 
 
Apologies: Clr Brett Dickinson (BD) – Narrabri Shire Council, Darren Swain (DS) – WHC, Libby Laird (LL) – Maules Creek Community Representative, Lyndell 

Crowley (LC) – Community Representative, Robyn Grover (RG) – Community Representative  
 
 
Independent Chair:  David Ross (DR)           Independent Secretary:  Debbie Corlet (DC) 
  

 Agenda Items  Who to Present 

1. Welcome and Apologies DR 

2. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests DR 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting – Wednesday 25 May 2022 DR 

4. Business arising from the previous minutes – Action List Distributed DR 

5. Site Tour WHC 

6. Next Meeting – Wednesday 26 October 2022 ALL 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

1. Welcome and Apologies – DR welcomed everyone. DR confirmed with members whether they had received his 

previous email about the resignations of Jack Warnock and Simmone Moodie.    

ACTION 1 – DR to 
send letters of 
thanks to Jack 

Warnock & Simmone 
Moodie 

2. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests – DR is paid a fee as chair as is DC for typing the minutes.  

EOH has a small bundle of WHC shares.  

 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting – The CCC endorsed the minutes from the 

previous meeting as being an appropriate reflection of what was discussed.  

 

4. Business Arising from the previous minutes 
DR – Members have received responses to actions from the previous meeting.  There were no further comments or 
questions on these. 
 
Members were then provided with hard copies of the monitoring report and a presentation handed out to give a 
summary of MCCM’s activities over the past quarter. DR invited members to read the material and ask any questions of 
EB or himself in the following days. 
 

 

5. Site Tour 
 
Members were shown around the lower ROM and main ROM before spending time at the viewing platform to 
gain a wider perspective of mine operations. Mine staff described to members what was taking place in front 
of them (i.e. the various activities and machinery being used). After much time was spent at the viewing 
platform, members then were taken near where the autonomous truck fleet is operating, before seeing one 
of the revegetation sites. 
 
There were a number of questions that EB, TB, and BM responded to. These included noting that: 
 

• The Mine uses between 200,00 – 250,000 litres of diesel a day with approximately 8 days of usage stored on site. 
• There were blasts occurring on the Friday and following Monday after the site tour took place.  
• There are multiple trucks fitted out for autonomous usage, current circuit has 12autonomous trucks operating. 

They are operating in their own discrete area with numbers operating dependent on the haulage route and 
distance. They are no longer in a pilot phase but rather are involved in standard operations now. Members were 
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informed that another autonomous truck fleet is currently being set up. Full operations for the existing 
autonomous fleet commenced around February 2022.  

• The end of life for the mine, in line with conditions, is 2034. 

• During rehabilitation, one of the first steps when it comes to revegetation is to seed with native grass plus a cover 
crop of millet. Contractors are engaged to undertake weed management. This is undertaken through the use of 
personnel with backpacks spot spraying weeds.  

• Many of the dead trees from clearing are retained. They are erected as they are good for birds of prey. Other trees 
are left on the ground as habitat for other small animals.  

 
EOH had questions concerning the dams subject to an ‘enforceable undertaking’, some of which were pointed out on 
the tour. In response, EB noted that: 

• Four high wall dams were built to divert clean water from the clean water catchment above the mine away from the 

mining operation.  

• The water is diverted through a series of pumped infrastructure and released from a clean water discharge point 

draining towards Back Creek. Due to insufficient inflows from catchments, the dams are yet to be commissioned.  

• The establishment of the dams was undertaken in accordance with the enforceable undertaking. 

 

6. Next meeting date– Next meeting will be on Wednesday 26 October 2022 at 2:00 pm, back at Boggabri Golf Club.  

 

Meeting Closed:  3:20 pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1: Actions 

 

Page No Action No Description  Date Raised 

2 1 DR to send letters of thanks to Jack and Simmone 24 August 2022 
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Maules Creek Coal Mine 
Community Consultative Committee 

Meeting #38 
 

Environmental Monitoring Report 
For the Q2 period, April – June 2022 

 

Attended Noise Monitoring 
Maules Creek Coal (MCC) engaged an independent acoustic consultant to conduct LAeq (15minutes) and LA1 (1 minute) 
attended noise monitoring at six monitoring locations on site. The monitoring was carried out over April to June 2022. 

A. LAeq, 15minute; GENERATED BY MCCM AGAINST OPERATIONAL DAY NOISE CRITERIA; APRIL – JUNE 2022. 
The results show that MCCM is within EPL 20221 compliance limits, that operations did not exceed the applicable LAeq 
(15minute) criteria of 35dB and the EPA's Noise Policy for Industry compliance guidelines.  

Table 1 - April Noise Monitoring 

 
 
Table 2 – May Noise Monitoring 
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Table 3 – June Noise Monitoring  

 
B. LA1, 1minute; GENERATED BY MCC AGAINST OPERATIONAL NIGHT NOISE CRITERIA; APRIL – JUNE 2022. 

MCC’s EPL 20221 also has a ‘1 Minute - Night’ criteria (LA1) that applies from 10pm to 7am Monday to Saturday & 10pm to 8am 
Sundays and Public Holidays. Results are shown on tables 4-6. 

The results show that MCCM is within EPL 20221 compliance limits, that operations did not exceed the applicable LA1 
(1minute) criteria of 45dB.  

Table 4– April Noise Monitoring – Night 
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Table 5 – May Noise Monitoring – Night

 

 
Table 6 – June Noise Monitoring – Night 

 
Wind Direction during Attended Monitoring 
Wind direction data is collected from the Maule’s Creek Coal Mine (MCCM) Automated Weather Station (AWS). Wind data for 
the duration of the attended monitoring assessment, recorded at the MCCM AWS is presented in the table below. 

Table 7 - Prevailing Wind Direction 

Monitoring Date Prevailing Wind Direction 

April - 

May S 

June E 
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Blast Monitoring 
There were 25 blasts at MCCM during Q2 2022. All blast monitoring results recorded within the reporting period have complied 
with applicable overpressure and ground vibration limits specified in the respective approvals.   

Table 8 – Blast Results Summary  

Parameter Units Frequency Number Average Max 
100% 
Limit 

Exceedance 

(Yes / No) 

Noise 
dB 

(Lin Peak) All 
25 91.87 107.9 120 No 

Vibration mm/s 25 0.14 0.90 10 No 

 

Air Quality 

A. Total Depositional Dust 
The 12 monthly rolling annual average remains below the relevant Project Approval (PA 10_0138) criteria of 4g/m2/month for 
the respective monitoring points. 
 
Table 9 – Deposited Dust Gauge Results [g/m2/month] 

C samples contaminated by bird dropping, decomposed insects or vegetable matter. 
 
 

MONTH 

M
C1

 

M
C2

 

M
C3

 

M
C4

 
April 36.3c 12.5c 1.9 0.6 

May  36.1c 0.5 2.3 0.8 

June 23.4c 1.2 3.1 4.2c 

12 MONTH ROLLING AVERAGE  1.2 1.4 1.7 1.3 
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* Blank cells indicate sample periods where the sample has been contaminated and excluded from the results tables due to contaminated material (insect 
larvae, bird droppings, vegetation etc.). 
 

 
* Blank cells indicate sample periods where the sample has been contaminated and excluded from the results tables due to contaminated material (insect 
larvae, bird droppings, vegetation etc.). 

 

* Blank cells indicate sample periods where the sample has been contaminated and excluded from the results tables due to contaminated material (insect 
larvae, bird droppings, vegetation etc.). 
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* Blank cells indicate sample periods where the sample has been contaminated and excluded from the results tables due to contaminated material (insect 
larvae, bird droppings, vegetation etc.). 
 

B. High Volume Air Sampling (HVAS) 

The HVAS monitor is located on the property ‘OIivedene,’ a mine owned property on Therribri Road. During past 12 months, 
there have been no exceedances of the 24-hour average of 50 µg/m3. 

HVAS PM10   Rolling Annual Average as of June was 8.7 µg/m3, which is below the Annual Average Guideline of 30 µg/m3.  

 

 

C. TEOM - PM10 Results 

The annual rolling average for PM10 at the Maules Creek Coal TEOM1 was 5.6 µg/m3, which is below the Project Approval 
annual average criteria of 30µg/m3 as shown in the following figure. There have been no exceedances of the 24-hour average 
for Q2. 
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Figure 1 - TEOM Result – Particulate Matter PM10µg/m
3

  

* Blank columns indicate sample periods where there was either power outage, maintenance or other related causes. 
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Water Monitoring 
A. Groundwater 

Groundwater monitoring results in open standpipe piezometers show levels to be relatively stable. The Regional bores were 
installed between Q4, 2013 and Q1, 2014. BCM01, BCM03, Reg10 are shallow bores which have remained dry since construction 
in 2013. 

 

 

Acidity / Alkalinity (pH) 
Over the past twelve months pH readings across the regional bores have remained static with very little fluctuation. 
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Electrical Conductivity 
Laboratory Electrical Conductivity (EC) levels are all within historic groundwater EC range of 500µs/cm to 2,500µs/cm, with the 
exception of monitoring bore Reg13 which has a historic groundwater EC range of 2,500µs/cm to 4,100µs/cm. Within the last twelve 
months EC has remained static.  
 

 
 

B. Surface Water – Creeks and Rivers 
Routine surface water monitoring is conducted in surrounding creeks and rivers on a monthly basis. Results for parameters 
including pH, EC and Total Suspended Solids (TSS) are shown in the figures below. There are eleven surface water monitoring 
points, of which a maximum of six sites were able to be sampled during Q2 2022.  

 

Acidity / Alkalinity (pH) 
Monitoring results for pH in creeks and rivers surrounding MCCM are all trending within the ANZECC range for Irrigation, 
Ecosystem Health and Recreation. 
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Electrical Conductivity 
Surface water EC trends have remained consistent with SW5, SW6, SW7 and SW8 all historically variable. SW5, SW6, SW7 and 
SW8 are points along the Namoi River which are subject to regulated and variable flow regimes.  

 

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 
Surface water TSS trends have remained generally consistent with historical results.  SW5, SW6, SW7 and SW8 are historically 
variable as they are located along the Namoi River which is subject to regulated and variable flow regimes. The Q3 results were 
elevated due to significant rainfall events, as demonstrated on the graph below TSS levels have since decreased  
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Regional Groundwater monitoring 
Maules Creek Coal Mine monitors regional bores across the region. 
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Rehabilitation 
Progressive rehabilitation works are ongoing. 180.6 hectares were ariel seeded during April 2022.  

Feral Animal Management 
Most recent routine Whitehaven Biodiversity Feral Animal Control program (June 2022) results were:  150 out of total 222 pigs 
trapped or baited were from the Maules Offset properties; and 369 out of total 1470 fox baits (1080) taken were from the 
Maules Offsets properties. 

Feral animal control program will be conducted within the MCC project boundary on site during Q3. The dominant animals 
that will be of focus are pigs, foxes, cats and goats. 

Weed Control 
Spraying of early Winter growing broadleaf weeds like Turnip and Patterson Curse is underway. Targeted seasonal weed 
control for Pear and Box Thorn completed. Maintenance of fire break tracks to control excessive vegetation growth ongoing 
given good seasonal conditions. 

Fencing & Waste Management 
Old fencing removed and new constructed for Mt Lindesay and Velyama East as well as new fencing installed on Additional 
properties of Triangle and Long Gully. 

Community Complaints 
No complaints were received during Q2 2022. 
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Maules Creek Coal Mine
CCC MEETING 

MAULES CREEK COAL MINE 

FEBRUARY 2022

Site Overview: Health and Safety

• 12.1% reduction of TRIFR was achieved year-on-year 

• Increased field leadership interactions ~38% improvement from FY21

• 100% compliance with Critical Control Monitoring

• Implementation of key safety initiatives (Operator Alertness System, Vehicle Hierarchy)

• Improved incident investigations to align with the recommendations of the Brady Review 
(industry best practice)

• Improved injury management performance and coverage

• Implementation of material risk and evaluation process

4.1
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Site Overview: COVID-19
 Focus remains on early detection through our 

Rapid Antigen Screening Program to protect 
our people, our operation and the community.

 Controls are in line with NSW Government 
requirements. 

 WHC Sponsored Clinic to attend site in 
August and September to administer COVID-
19 Booster Vaccine and Influenza Vaccines. 

 COVID-19 Related absenteeism continues to 
decline (see right). 

 Period from 01 January – 23 August 2022.

• 24,901 RAT’s conducted 

• 411 Positive RAT confirmed cases

Environmental 
Monitoring

All data is summarised in detail in the Monitoring 
Report Supplied. 
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Environmental 
Monitoring

Air Quality Monitoring

Depositional Dust 

CCC MEETING

– The annual reporting period (12 monthly rolling annual average) remained below the relevant 

Project Approval (PA 10_0138) criteria of 4g/m2/month for the respective monitoring points.

C samples contaminated by bird dropping, decomposed insects or vegetable matter.

MONTH

M
C

1

M
C

2

M
C

3

M
C

4

April 36.3c 12.5c 1.9 0.6

May 36.1c 0.5 2.3 0.8

June 23.4c 1.2 3.1 4.2c

12 MONTH ROLLING AVERAGE 1.2 1.4 1.7 1.3
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HVAS

CCC MEETING7 //

– The HVAS monitor is located on ‘Olivedene’

– Data is publically available

– No exceedances recorded during the 24 hour average of 50 µg/m3

– The Rolling Annual Average was recorded at 8.7 µg/m3, which is below the Annual 

Average Guideline of 30 µg/m3. 

HVAS

[BTM CCC MEETING]8 //
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– Publically available results of TEOM1 available on the EPA website. Annual rolling 

average for TEOM 1 is 5.6 µg/m3 at 30 June 2022 (criteria 30µg/m3 ).

TEOM (PM10)

[BTM CCC MEETING]9 //

Air Quality Monitoring Rolling 12 Months 

CCC MEETING

Table – Annual reporting data from 1st July 2021 to 30th June 2022.

12 monthly TAMWORTH PM10 MUSWELLBROOK PM10 SINGLETON PM10 CAMBERWELL PM10 MOUNT THORLEY PM10 BULGA PM10 WARKWORTH PM10 MAULES CREEK PM10

Annual Average 12 17 16 18 17 12 21 5

Max 24hr Ave 36 40 58 76 71 35 82 26
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– Ongoing dust suppressant application across the operation.

– i.e. water carts, stockpile sprays and progressive overburden emplacement and bulk 

shaping on the northern dump, with top soil spreading and tree planting in progress.

Mitigation measures

[BTM CCC MEETING]11 //

Environmental 
Monitoring

Groundwater
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Monitoring Locations

CCC MEETING

Currawidgen

Thornfield 

Green Gully
Elfin Crossing

Harparary Rd

Harparary Rd South

Reg12

Reg3

Little Rio 1

Little Rio 2
Merriendi
Crossing

Merriendi

Groundwater levels 

CCC MEETING 

Source: NSW DPI- Water & MCCM monitoring data

* Note Reg12 and Reg3 both within Boggabri Volcanics

0

5

10

15

20

25

30 Jun 21

Jul 21

A
ug 21

S
ep 21

O
ct 21

N
ov 21

D
ec 21

Jan 22

F
eb 2

2

M
ar 2

2

A
pr 22

M
ay 22

Jun 22

m
b

T
O

C

GW Bores SWL Comparison - 12 Months 

Currawidgen Elfin Crossing Green Gully Thornfield

Harparary Little Rio 1 Little Rio 2 Merriendi

Merriendi Crossing Harparary Road Reg 3 Reg 12



30/12/2022

8

Groundwater levels 

CCC MEETING 

Source: NSW DPI- Water & MCCM monitoring data

* Note Reg12 and Reg3 both within Boggabri Volcanics
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Standing water levels

CCC MEETING 

Environmental 
Monitoring

Biodiversity
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Biodiversity Management 

CCC MEETING

19 //

Rehabilitation

Progressive rehabilitation works are ongoing. 180.6 hectares were ariel seeded in during April 2022.

Feral Animal Management

Most recent routine Whitehaven Biodiversity Feral Animal Control program (June 2022) results were: 150 out of total 222 pigs 

trapped or baited were from the Maules Offset properties; and, 369 out of total 1470 fox baits (1080) taken were from the 

Maules Offsets properties.

Feral animal control program will be conducted within the MCC project boundary on site during Q3. The dominant animals that 

will be of focus are pigs, foxes, cats and goats.

Weed Control

Spraying of early Winter growing broadleaf weeds like Turnip and Patterson Curse is underway.

Targeted seasonal weed control for Pear and Box Thorn completed.

Maintenance of fire break tracks to control excessive vegetation growth ongoing given good seasonal conditions.

Fencing & Waste Management

Old fencing removed and new constructed for Mt Lindesay and Velyama East as well as new fencing installed on Additional 

properties of Triangle and Long Gully.

Ecological Burns

Two ecological burns were successfully completed on Wollandilly and Onavale in June 2022 in between prevailing wet 

weather. These were the first ecological burns to be completed since 2019 on Maules Offset properties.

Annual Nest Box Installation and Monitoring Program

First annual monitoring of 168 nest boxes installed in 2021 was undertaken in May 2022.

Monitoring found occupation in target control areas by Squirrel and Greater Gliders, Owlet Night Jar & Brushtail 

Possums.

Installation of nest boxes in 2022 aiming for 160 out of 265 on Maules Offset properties.

Upcoming Biodiversity Projects and Works

Quarterly Pest Animal Monitoring and Control Program in September 2022.

Continued seasonal Weed Control Programs.

Seasonal Tree Planting and Seeding Revegetation Program.

Quarterly Threatened Flora Inspections and Programs.

Continued Fire Break Track Maintenance Program.

Commence for Annual Flora and Fauna Monitoring Programs during Spring 2022.

Continue Heritage & Ecology Assessments.

Continued Fencing/Maintenance works.

Biodiversity Management 

CCC MEETING

20 //
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Community

Community

22

• Whitehaven continues to support the local Community with donations and sponsorships. 

• More information on Sponsorships and Donations can be found at:

• https://whitehavencoal.com.au/sustainability/community/donations-sponsorships/

• Donations for April – July 2022 almost $129,000 spent in the local community.

• Highlights - Painting of the David Taylor Building Quirindi, Narrabri Show, Purchased 10 new student laptops and charging stations for Boggabri 

Public School, Gunnedah High School Student NAIDOC shirts, Gunnedah and Narrabri Meals on wheels purchase of equipment and many others.

36%

36%

12%

15%1%

Region Benefiting
Apr - Jun 22 Narrabri

Gunnedah

Tamworth

Liverpool
Plains

34%

40%

1%

25%

Donation Category
Apr - Jun 22

Education

Whole
Community
Health

Sport
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CCC MEETING

Community

– Feedback and Complaints for all Whitehaven sites can be made to: 

1800 WHAVEN (1800 942836) 

– Each Whitehaven site has a site specific feedback email address. Maules Creek email 

address is: MaulesCreekCoal@whitehavencoal.com.au

– Complaints details: No addition complaints during Q2

CCC MEETING

AHS

• AHS was resumed on 8 February 
2022 when a suitable mining location 
was established

• Initial AHS operation with EXC222 
and 6 trucks

• A transition to EXC263 and 8 trucks 
took place on 9 March 2022

• Planning to expand to two AHS fleets 
from September 2022
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Maules Creek Coal Mine 
Approvals Update

The Modification would comprise the following:

– modification of the MCCM biodiversity offset strategy to align the offset areas 

required under PA 10_0138 with the offset areas proposed to meet the 

requirements of the EPBC Act approval (EPBC 2010/5566); and

– construction of an ETL (including poles and overhead wires) within a 20 

metre (m) corridor to connect the Roma Bore pump to an existing 11 kilovolt 

(kV) powerline which runs approximately 700 m to the west of the Roma.

– No changes to the coal mining and processing rate, mining method, mine life 

or rail movements are proposed as part of the Modification.

– It is anticipated that the Modification application and Modification Report will 

be lodged in Q2 CY22 and subsequently placed on public exhibition for 

comment.

Modification 9 – BOS and ETL
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Maules Creek 
CCC briefing -
Water

Enforceable Undertaking update

28

• WMP to be resubmitted following consultation 
with regulators in May.

• Construction of the 4 highwall dams 
completed

• Installation of stream monitoring equipment in 
June

• Clean water system operational however 
adequate water capture for commissioning 
has not occurred.
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www.whitehavencoal.com.au

Thank 
you


